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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 05407 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: LE, IS, SREF 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY ON CASUALTIES IN LEBANON 

1 . INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS (ICRC) 

(CONVERS) TELLS US THAT THEY HAVE NOT YET ARRIVED AT A 
CASUALTY FIGURE FROM THE FIGHTING IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. 

CONVERS SAID THAT ICRC MUST RELY ON THE INFORMATION THEY 
RECEIVE FROM THE VARIOUS PARTIES TO THE CONFLICT. THEY 
HAVE REQUESTED THIS INFORMATION, BASED ON THE PROVISIONS 
OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS, BUT AS OF THIS DATE HAVE NOT 
RECEIVED RESPONSES FROM THE PARTIES AND ARE FORCED TO 
RELY ON PRESS REPORTS WHICH, ACCORDING TO CONVERS, ARE 
"TOO VAGUE AND CONFLICTING". 

2. QUESTIONED AS TO LIKELIHOOD OF RECEIVING SUCH INFORMA 
TION, CONVERS ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE PLO HAS NO OBLIGATIONS 
UNDER THE CONVENTIONS BUT HAS ACCEPTED THE CONCEPT OF 
CONDUCTING THEMSELVES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEM AND WILL PRE- 
SUMABLY SUBMIT THE DATA TO ICRC IN TIME. AS FOR THE 
ISRAELIS, HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH NO ANSWER HAD YET BEEN 
RECEIVED BY ICRC FROM THEM, THEY HAVE GIVEN THE APPROPRIATE 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO THEIR ARMED FORCES. 

3. MISSION WILL REPORT FURTHER WHEN/IF INFORMATION BECOMES 
AVAILABLE. 

VANDEN HEUVEL 
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